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Sed ut perspiciatis unde omnis iste natus error sit voluptatem 
accusantium doloremque laudantium, totam rem aperiam, 
eaque ipsa quae ab illo inventore veritatis et quasi architecto 
beatae vitae dicta sunt explicabo. Nemo enim ipsam 
voluptatem quia voluptas sit aspernatur aut odit aut fugit, 
sed quia consequuntur magni psa quae ab illo.

�e Baradene Social Awareness Programme 
has been running for decades. 
AT EVERY LEVEL of the school, we look to engage students 
in the Sacred Heart focus of “Justice, Peace and the Integrity 
of Creation.’’ 

�is involves students in the practicalities of supporting 
others and invites them to address the o�en uncomfortable 
question of how such circumstances came to be.

�e programmes and initiatives are designed to enhance the 
academic, practical and re�ective dimensions of considering 
any issue of social justice. Cross-curricular engagement with 
these issues is a priority. 

�ere are three components to each initiative: 1. Re�ection,
2. Action and 3. Teaching and Learning. �ere is a gradual 
increase by degrees in our approach through the levels, 
encouraging deeper engagement over the years. 

To view our annual Social Awareness schedule across all year 
groups, visit www.baradene.school.nz. Every class spends one 
day a week for a term undertaking active service in the 
community. 

One morning in August we joined a class of Year 11 students 
as one half of the group visited the St Patrick’s Care Home in 
Epsom and the rest of the girls helped out with the workers at 
�e Disabled Citizens’ Society in Mt Eden.

“To influence our world 
we must understand it.” 

– Madeleine Sophie Barat 
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ALEX LARKIN YEAR 13 
FASHION STUDENT 

HM: When did you know you wanted to be a 
fashion designer?
AL: I’ve always been surrounded by art – and by 
that I mean ‘doing’ art. Mum is a celebrated New 
Zealand artist, Peata Larkin, and from a young age 
she and Nana taught me to sew, to paint and to 
create with cra�s. My Nana’s wardrobe was a 
source of inspiration with a wonderful collection 
of 1950s fashion and shoes. I even wore her gold 
strappy sandals to the school ball this year! 

HM: Who in�uences your designs?
AL: Two of my favourite designers are Alexander 
Wang and Ulyana Sergeenko. Ulyana is a Russian 
designer, socialite and fashion blogger and 
successful in both street fashion and haute
couture – both of which are design styles that 
in�uence my work.

HM: Talk us through the process of completing 
your body of work for assessment.
AL: �e aim is to produce a portfolio showing 
in detail how we have planned, through to �nish, 
the development stages of the design, researched 
into the potential customers’ need for seasonality, 
comfort, style etc. We begin with a concept brief, 
four to six initial designs, mood boards, feedback, 
look for inspiration, trial the fabric and accessories, 
and I made the entire garment in calico �rst. I 
chose to create my own pattern so size and �t 
were vital.

To date, the Year 13 student has completed an 
internship with Karen Walker, work experience at 
Miss Crabb of Ponsonby and customer service 
training at fashion chain Ruby. Alex has also 
completed courses in pattern making and fashion 
illustration at Whitecli�e College of Art and 
Design, helped at Fashion Week parades and 
assisted photographer James Lowe with styling 
and art direction during fashion shoots.
Baradene Heart magazine caught up with Alex as 
she attended our annual Trash Fashion show: 

HM: What kind of garment did you choose to create?
AL: I decided on a winter coat and did a great deal of 
research on fabrics with a strong emphasis on sustainability. 
I admire designers like Stella McCartney who choose 
not to work with fur, wool or leather. I discovered 
overseas fabrics were available but too expensive and 
so I ended up choosing a locally produced organic 
wool fabric. To change the colour to navy blue I 
trialled several dyeing options – a huge (and messy) 
learning curve!

HM: Where to from here?
AL: I would like to complete a 
Bachelor of Fashion Design at AUT and 
hopefully an Internship in tailoring. 
Prior to starting my own label, I’d 
like to gain as much experience as I 
can by designing for one of the bigger 
brands. Fashion design is my future.  
 

A FUTURE 
IN FASHION

ALEX LARKIN is using weekends, study periods and holiday 
breaks to gain real-life experiences that will put her well on 
the way to her chosen career.
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Europe Music 
Tour 2016
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THANK YOU.
Heartfelt thanks to our sponsors, our suppliers, our prize donors, 

our guests and to all those who assisted in making the 
Inaugural Growing Heart Foundation Dinner 

such a wonderful success.  

It was fabulous to see the Baradene community come together 

to support the Foundation.

 
Your support will make a real di�erence to ensure
Baradene girls continue to receive an outstanding 

education into the future.
 

- Stephanie Graham, Development Manager
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Set your daughter’s smile  
up for a lifetime

With the very best technology and experience, specialist  
Orthodontists Robert, Mark and Ross are invested in  
giving your child the lifelong gift of a confident smile.

Visit orthodontists.co.nz to find out more or call us on 09 520 0159.

116 Remuera Road 
09 520 0159

info@orthodontists.co.nz
orthodontists.co.nz

Dr Ross Anning  |  Dr Mark Beresford  |  Dr Robert Max


